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In the Christmas story from the Gospel of Luke, Mary gives birth to Jesus in a manger, a location which has frequently been interpreted to be a barn or even a feeding trough for animals. Mary and Joseph find it necessary to be in that manger because, as Luke says, “there was no place for them in the inn.”

What would’ve happened, though, if the innkeeper - the presumed owner of the manger - had told Mary and Joseph they couldn’t stay there either? What if the innkeeper had turned them completely away in their time of need? Those hypothetical questions formed in my mind as I was reading what to me was a rather disturbing article concerning a development related to church architecture.

It seems that over the past few years there has been a growing trend among some churches, mostly in affluent and suburban areas, to hire architects whose task is to come up with ways that will actually turn people away. Not all people, of course. Just the “undesirable” ones. It seems that there are churches in this country which are purposely designing their grounds so that people who are poor or homeless will be discouraged from coming around. In some instances, this has meant installing a gated security system. In others, the solution has been to remove benches or other potentially inviting areas that those people might consider using as a place to rest.

While safety and security concerns always merit attention, is it just me, or does there seem be something more than a little bit “off” about this? Doesn’t it seem as if churches should be the last place doing this kind of thing, especially considering that the One whose birth we will celebrate this month, and who we claim to be followers of, was in many ways an “undesirable”? After all, He was born to a poor, unwed mother, wandered about with no home of his own, was  constantly challenging the wealthy and powerful, and was seen by the government as a criminal deserving of capital punishment.

What would’ve happened if the innkeeper had turned Mary and Joseph away completely? As we journey together through Advent and beyond, may we keep in mind these words from Hebrews 13:2;

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.”


Advent and Christmas Blessings,
Mark
Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea
Senior Minister
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WORSHIP NOTES 
In November, we celebrated the Sacrament of Communion on Sunday, November 3. In addition, we welcomed back the SCUCC Choir after their annual summer break.

On Sunday, November 10, we recognized Veterans’ Day, as well as more officially welcomed back our Choir and honored our veterans with a special Fellowship Time immediately after Worship. We were also once again blessed musically by our friends, The SunCoast Brass. 

That same Sunday was also the start of this year’s annual Stewardship Campaign to support the work of our spiritual community. This year’s theme is “From Surviving, to Reviving, to Thriving”. As part of this effort, on that and the following three Sundays, we heard Reflections from members of SCUCC on what this community has and continues to mean to them.

Then Sunday, November 24, was our annual Thanksgiving Sunday. Enormous thanks for all your contributions to the Gladiolus Food Pantry in gratitude to God for all we have been blessed with since last Thanksgiving…

In December, we begin the sacred season of Advent on Sunday, December 1. This year’s theme is “Second Chances”.

During each of the four Sundays in Advent, the morning’s Message will explore how characters in the Gospel stories received second chances through Jesus’ coming into the world - opportunities to find or reclaim their voice, be delivered from unfair or unjust burdens, or become spiritually and emotionally stronger.

We will also celebrate the Sacrament of Communion as a spiritual community on December 1, as well as be blessed musically by soloist Henry Crater.

Then, on Tuesday, December 24, we will join together in the SCUCC Sanctuary at 5:30pm to celebrate Christmas Eve. More on that below.

Finally in December, we will have our now annual Carol Sing as part of Worship on Sunday, December 29 – one last opportunity before next December to sing verses from several favorite carols.
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CHRISTMAS EVE at SCUCC

After a two-year absence, we are blessed to be able to celebrate Christmas Eve this year in the SCUCC Sanctuary!

We will join together at 5:30 PM on December 24 for a time of readings from Luke’s Christmas story, inspiring music, the Sharing of Light, and a “Dramatic Reflection” from Mark.
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SHELL POINT CHRISTMAS COMMUNION CELEBRATION WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11!

Our annual Shell Point Christmas Communion celebration will take place on Wednesday, December 11 at 1:30 PM in the Chapel of the Village Church. It will be a time of prayer, hymns, special music, a brief Reflection from Mark, and, of course, the Sacrament of Communion. Joining Mark in leading this time will be Mackenzie Albert and Linda Convertine, SCUCC Parish Nurse.




CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, from 9am-3pm. 
PLEASE NOTE: The office will be closed on Wednesday,            December 25th.
Mark is normally on the campus Tuesday-Thursday pending pastoral visits or off-site meetings. Please feel free to just “drop by” or make an appointment directly with him by email: mark@sanibelucc.org or text/phone call: 908-477-5426.
Mackenzie Albert, our Director of Music, is normally on campus each Wednesday and some Fridays. Please make an appointment by phone or text at 203-517-5427.
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES

BIBLE STUDY

Bible Study continues in December on the following dates at 10:30am on Zoom:

Wednesday, December 4 *(Please note different day for that week)
Thursday, December 12
Thursday, December 19

The passage(s) to be looked at each week, as well as the necessary information for joining in, will be sent by email the day before.


SPIRITUAL EXPLORATION CONTINUES

Our next Spiritual Exploration Unit begins on TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3!

“LETTERS FROM THE EDGE OF THE WORLD”

Tuesdays: December 3,10 and 17
7:00pm – 8:15pm on ZOOM

This three-week Advent unit is based on Ruth Boling’s book, “Season’s Greetings”.

During our time together, we will explore letters Boling imagines having been written by characters associated with the Christmas stories in Matthew’s and Luke’s Gospels. Each week, we will review and discuss the content, context and spiritual concerns expressed in a couple of those letters, with an eye on gaining new insights on the meaning of Christmas for us in the Christian community and for the world.

The letters to be explored each week will be sent the day before by email.





Note from the Moderator

Along with the cooler weather, we are blessed with the return of many of our congregation and neighbors who escaped to the north to avoid our warm and stormy summer months. The pews are filling up each Sunday, and it’s a good thing to see! We also see some new faces each Sunday who have expressed interest in joining us regularly. Another good thing!  There is much to be thankful for as we enter the holiday season!
While most of the rebuilding of the second floor has been completed, several critical tasks are being addressed including the finishing touches on the sound system and Sanctuary wall coverings.  The two recent hurricanes have delayed much of the work but we are pushing hard to wrap things up.  We are now turning our attention to several other key projects including rebuilding the lower level, reimagining the Memorial Garden, and refreshing our landscaping. Plus, significant work has gone into evaluating ways to reduce our energy consumption.  We’ll be sharing thoughts and ideas with you as we move these projects forward.
Two very important elements of our Church life are also with us at this time of the year; nominations for 2025 Board and Committee membership, and financial pledging for the coming year.  The life of the Church is the people and, as you know, it takes money to fulfill our covenant. So, please say “yes” when presented with the opportunity to participate in the life of the Church, and don’t forget to return your 2025 Pledge form!
May your Holidays be blessed!
Neal Halleran
Moderator




HEALTHY HAPPENINGS
Gratitude and Health
The holiday season brings a natural time to pause and reflect on gratitude. “Giving thanks in all circumstances” has benefits beyond the emotional and spiritual. It impacts your physical health as well.
Studies show that a positive mindset isn’t just “feel-good” advice - it has measurable benefits. Embracing gratitude helps reduce stress, boosts mental health, and even improves physical well-being. Gratitude can be as simple as feeling thankful for a good meal, a loved one’s support, or a beautiful day. When you make gratitude a regular practice, you may be able to shift your perception, focusing less on problems and more on positives, which benefits both mind and body.
One landmark study by Emmons and McCullough found that people who kept weekly gratitude journals exercised more, reported fewer physical complaints, and felt better about their lives compared to those who focused on daily stressors. By developing a grateful mindset, you can positively impact your well-being. Gratitude isn’t just a mental practice—it’s a holistic approach to health.
Gratitude’s impact on mental health is well-documented. Practicing gratitude can significantly reduce anxiety, improve mood, and foster resilience. When a person focuses on gratitude, they activate brain areas associated with social bonding, reward, and emotional regulation. A study from the University of California, Berkeley found that gratitude actually rewires the brain, making it easier to access positive emotions over time.
For people struggling with depression or anxiety, gratitude can serve as a valuable coping tool. In another study, people who wrote letters of gratitude experienced significant mental health improvements over time compared to those who didn’t. These findings suggest that simple, mindful actions like writing down one thing they’re grateful for daily can boost emotional resilience and improve their overall outlook.
Gratitude’s effects extend beyond mental health to physical health. When a person experiences gratitude, they trigger a relaxation response in the body, which helps decrease blood pressure, improve heart rate, and reduce inflammation. Chronic stress is a major contributor to many health issues, from high blood pressure to 


digestive disorders. Gratitude acts as a stress buffer, helping to counteract stress responses in the body.
A study published in the journal Personality and Individual Differences found that grateful people experience fewer aches and pains and report feeling healthier than others. This may be due to the fact that gratitude promotes healthier behaviors, such as regular exercise, better diet choices, and adherence to health recommendations. People who embrace gratitude often find themselves more committed to their wellness goals, making gratitude a powerful tool.
A study from the University of Utah examined the link between gratitude and immune function, finding that those with a positive outlook produced more disease-fighting antibodies than those with negative mindsets. For patients with autoimmune disorders, chronic illnesses, or frequent colds, cultivating gratitude can support immune function, which is especially relevant during the colder months when seasonal illnesses are more common.
Moreover, gratitude has been shown to aid healing after surgery and illness. In a study conducted at the University of Massachusetts Medical School, patients who practiced gratitude through regular journaling experienced faster post-surgery recovery times than those who did not. This shows that gratitude can also enhance patients’ physical resilience, accelerating recovery and promoting overall healing.
No wonder Scripture is filled with verses on thankfulness. Our good God always wants the very best for us and shows us in the Word how to live a life filled with the blessings of thankfulness.
It’s easy during the holiday season (or any time of the year) to be overwhelmed with all the tasks and activities of our days. We must not forget to stop and reflect on why we are celebrating and who we should be thanking every day of our lives.
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Description automatically generated]Philippians 1:3,4  
“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you …”
Have a blessed Christmas and New Year!
Caring for you and your health,
Linda Convertine
Parish Nurse

TRIM A TREE
As we prepare for the joyful season of Christmas, we invite you to be a part of a cherished tradition in our church by donating an ornament to our annual Christmas tree. Each ornament is a symbol of our unity, creating a beautiful, shared display that reflects our diverse community.
Whether it’s handmade, a family favorite, or something new, your contribution will help fill our tree with warmth and memories. Please bring your ornament to the Church Office or drop it off on a Sunday morning by Dec 1.
Thank you for adding your personal touch to our Christmas celebration!
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2025 STEWARDSHIP 
As we look forward to a new year filled with purpose, growth, and service, we are excited to launch our 2025 Stewardship Campaign in early November. 
This year’s theme, reflecting the journey we have been on together these last three years, is “From Surviving, to Reviving, to Thriving”. 
Our commitment to our community and those in need is central to our mission. Every project we undertake - whether enhancing our campus, expanding our programs, or supporting outreach initiatives—aims to make a meaningful impact on the lives of those we serve.
This year, your generosity will help us deepen our mission, continuing the essential work we’ve embarked upon together. From assisting local families and supporting individuals facing challenges, to strengthening the infrastructure that makes our shared vision possible, your contributions enable us to reach more people with greater resources and compassion.
With your support, we can maintain and expand our programs, improve our facilities, and cultivate a community that values unity, service, and hope. As you consider your pledge, know that every act of giving strengthens our shared journey and empowers us to bring positive change.
Thank you for your unwavering dedication to our mission. Together, we can make 2025 a year of incredible growth and impact.
The SCUCC Stewardship Committee
Just a reminder, when writing out checks to the church, please address them to  Sanibel Congregational United Church of Christ, or Sanibel Congregational UCC or simply SCUCC. If you would like the donation to be applied to a specific fund, for example, the Flower Fund or the Memorial Garden, please note that on the memo line of your check.
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MEMORIAL GARDEN AND GROUNDS
We invite your generous support in our upcoming project of updating our beloved Memorial Garden, a serene space that has long been a source of comfort, reflection, and spiritual connection for our community. As we look to uplift and rejuvenate this sacred place, your donations will help create an even more beautiful and peaceful environment for all who visit.
Together, we can continue to honor the memories of our loved ones and nurture the spiritual growth of our community. Every contribution, no matter the size, will make a meaningful difference.
Thank you for your kindness and generosity. 
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NEWS FROM OUR TRUSTEES
Construction in the Sanctuary is progressing steadily. This week, additional wall panels are being installed as we are near the completion of the first phase. The office space is also receiving its final touches, making significant progress. We are excited to see the transformation and hope the office will feel inviting and welcoming for committee meetings, small classes, and all who stop in.
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FROM THE GREEN TEAM
Green Washing, (NOT Greenwashing): What’s the Best Way to Do Laundry?
Your favorite laundry detergent sends stains and odors packing, BUT where do those suds go once your clothes are clean?
Most wastewater treatment systems were built to extract just what “we flush down the toilet” before the treated water is released back into the world, said Karl Linden, a professor of environmental engineering at the University of Colorado Boulder who specializes in wastewater treatment technologies.
Unfortunately, that does not include the chemical additives of modern life.
Treatment plants generally rely on a cocktail of microbes to gobble up anything dissolved in water, but certain substances, including surfactants, the chemicals that dislodge the grease and grime from our clothes, can be tough for the standard workhorse bacteria to consume.
Unless your local treatment plant has invested in expensive systems beyond what’s required by law, the remnants of your detergent are probably still present when the treated wastewater is released.
“These substances end up in the sea, river, lakes, etc., where the effluent from wastewater treatment plants ends up,” said Dunia Santiago, a chemical engineer at the University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria in Spain who studies how detergents move through wastewater systems.
Some of them don’t break down easily in nature and, over time, can build up to levels that are harmful to wildlife, Dr. Santiago said.
Surfactants and artificial fragrances can be toxic to aquatic life or interfere with their reproduction. And, water softeners that help detergents work in hard water can supercharge the growth of algae and microbes, effectively sucking oxygen out of an ecosystem and suffocating creatures that live there.
Here’s what to look for to make your laundry not just clean, but green, too:
First, check the label
It doesn’t help that the detergent aisle is rife with ‘greenwashing’ advertising. Manufacturers aren’t required to meet objective standards when they put labels like “eco-friendly” or “natural” on their products.
Dr. Santiago said looking for the Environmental Protection Agency Safer Choice emblem helps cut through the noise.
When a product is submitted for to the E.P.A. for certification, “scientists evaluate every single ingredient in the product, no matter the concentration, to assess the potential to cause human and environmental health effects,” said Jennie Romer, deputy assistant administrator for pollution prevention at the agency.
They’re looking for the “safest possible ingredients,” including those that “are safer for fish and aquatic life and break down quickly in the environment,” she said. Safer Choice products must be free of PFAS, the so-called forever chemicals, and phosphates, which are used as water softeners.
Safer Choice takes packaging into consideration, too. If a product’s container isn’t directly reusable, it must contain a certain percentage of recycled material and be recyclable itself.
The environmental option doesn’t have to be a budget buster. “Safer Choice products are available at a variety of price points in many different retail outlets, including dollar stores,” Ms. Romer said.
Pods, powder, liquid or sheets?
It’s not just the ingredients in your detergent that matter. The method of delivery counts, too.
The best way to reduce the environmental effects of your detergent is to not use too much. “A lot of times, people are using way more detergent than they need,” said Joe Zagorski, a toxicologist at Michigan State University’s Center of Research on Ingredient Safety.
Here are the pluses and minuses of different products:
Pods: Liquid detergent pods aren’t eligible for the E.P.A. Safer Choice label because of persistent problems with children ingesting them. From an environmental perspective, laundry detergent pods don’t allow you to fine tune the dose of detergent to match the load, which can lead to overuse.
But despite public concern that the pods’ dissolvable coating could create microplastics, Dr. Zagorski said evidence indicated that polyvinyl alcohol, the ingredient that makes a pod’s squishy outer shell, breaks down well during wastewater treatment.

Powder detergents: Powder detergents do allow for precise detergent dosing but don’t perform as well in cold-water washes. That matters, because much of the environmental impact from laundry comes from the energy needed to heat the water, Dr. Zagorski said.
On the positive side, powder detergents frequently come in cardboard containers, which avoids single-use plastic.
Liquid detergents: Liquid detergents work well in water of all temperatures, which helps cut the environmental impact of your loads considerably. They should be as concentrated as possible. There’s no need for extra water in the bottle, which just results in larger packaging and more energy needed to get the product to market.
Sheets: Laundry detergent sheets are sometimes advertised as the plastic-free alternative to pods. In reality, many contain the same ingredient, polyvinyl alcohol, that make up the coating on pods. Wirecutter testers weren’t impressed with the cleaning achieved by the five brands of laundry sheets they tested, noting they left significantly more stains and odors behind compared with their top-choice sustainable liquid detergent. A less powerful cleaning agent can lead to doubling up on the dose.
The bottom line
Taken together, cold-water washing and not using more detergent than you need are probably the most effective ways to support the environment from your laundry room. That makes an unscented, highly concentrated liquid detergent with the E.P.A. Safer Choice label the best option for most households. But you can’t shirk the cold-water washing part.

 Adapted from: Elizabeth Anne Brown
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/09/climate/laundry-eco-friendly-tips.html?unlocked_article_code=1.Jk4.hwnd.ltFkVBUsf-Yh&smid=em-share

Linda Graf
Green Team Committee



MUSIC NOTES
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VETERAN’S DAY REMBERANCE 
AND WELCOME BACK CHOIR CELEBRATION
This year’s Veterans Day celebration at our congregation was a truly meaningful occasion, filled with gratitude, and a renewed sense of community. It was a day where we came together to honor those who have served our country and reflect on the sacrifices made to preserve our freedoms.
One of the most moving moments of the day was the presentation of the Missing Man Table. This poignant display served as a powerful reminder of those who could not be with us - our fallen, missing, and imprisoned service members. As the symbolism of each element on the table was explained, the room fell silent in respect and reflection. The single empty chair stood as a testament to their absence, and the significance of their sacrifice resonated deeply with everyone present.
In addition to honoring our veterans, we were thrilled to welcome back our choir, whose harmonious voices added a special touch to the celebration. Their heartfelt renditions of patriotic and inspirational songs filled the space with warmth and hope, creating an atmosphere of unity and gratitude. It was a joy to see their smiling faces once again, lifting our spirits through the power of music.
The day was not just about remembrance but also about sharing time with one another, building bonds as a congregation and fostering a sense of belonging. Stories were shared, hands were shaken, and hearts were touched as we celebrated the spirit of service and the blessings of freedom together.
This Veterans Day, we were reminded of the importance of community and the strength we find in each other. It was a day to honor, reflect on those who have given so much for us. Thank you to everyone who joined us, contributed, and made this celebration truly special.
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Calling All Volunteers for Fellowship Time
Please consider volunteering your time to serve during our Fellowship Time after Worship. It’s a wonderful way to contribute to our community, connect with others, and give back to our spiritual home. If interested, please contact Shirley Akins at 239-691-4537.
Here’s how you can help:
1. Sign Up to Serve – Select a Sunday and mark it on your calendar! You’ll find a sign-up sheet on the table at the back of Fellowship Hall. Serving is easy, and help will be available if needed.
2. Bring a Treat – If you love to bake or have a favorite snack to share, consider bringing it along to make our Fellowship Time even more special. Beverages are also welcome.
3. Contribute to Fellowship Time – If serving isn’t for you, a donation is a meaningful way to support this cherished time together. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Participation At SCUCC

Be An Artist
[image: A person wearing sunglasses and a green shirt]
[image: A painting of a flamingo]Art classes with Carol Good will pick up again in January 2025. 


In the meantime, come and paint at your leisure in Fellowship Hall on Tuesdays from Noon to 3:00pm.



An Update from the Mission & Benevolence Committee
The Gladiolus Food Pantry is in need of paper towels and toilet paper, in addition to the usual canned foods, children's cereal, pasta and pasta sauce. 
And enormous thanks to the many who contributed non-perishable items and monetary donations to benefit the Gladiolus Food Pantry on Thanksgivng Sunday!
As always, your generosity is greatly appreciated.
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Floral Invitation
We invite you to contribute to the Floral Fund.
This fund is dedicated to preserving the memory of a loved one through the vibrant and uplifting presence of flowers. If you would like to honor a loved one by dedicating flowers to a Worship Celebration, please visit or contact the office.






Floral dedications will be featured        in the weekly bulletin.
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BIRTHDAYS FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER[image: ]
December 1: Daniel Eidem, Phil Gainer
December 3: Henry Whitman
December 8: Jerry Gorby
December 9: Barbara Hermann
December 10: Judy Baran, Kathryn Sheer
December 11: Ginny Brown, George Witte, Gloria Waterhouse
December 13: Luke Crater, Amy Lou Waters
December 14: Addison Sprecher
December 16: Gilbert Warren
December 20: Carl Smigiel
December 21: Jonathan Helmreich
December 23: Linda Friedebach, Robert Healey
December 25: Charles Whitman
December 26: Amber Evans
December 27: Mary Ann Kendall
December 29: Robert Van Tassel
December 30: Constance Danner
December 31: Jane Jacobson
[image: A grey logo on a black background  Description automatically generated]
Happy Birthday Everyone!
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Shell Point Men’s Group December Luncheon
The Sanibel Congregational UCC Shell Point Men’s Group will have its next monthly luncheon meeting on December 10th at noon at the Palm Grill   in the Woodlands Common. Please make reservations with Candy Atchison    at JimAtch@aol.com or 561-714-4655. 

Shell Point Women’s Group December Luncheon
The Sanibel Congregational UCC Shell Point Women’s Group will have its next monthly luncheon meeting on December 13th at 11:30am at the Palm Grill in the Woodlands Common. Please make reservations with Emily Kletzien at emily.kletzien@gmail.com.
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Dinners for 6, 7 or 8
One of our most loved offerings are the social gatherings known as “Dinner for 6, 7 or 8”. If you would like to participate, please send your names, email addresses and phone numbers to Shirley Akins at akinsteach@gmail.com. 
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Ushers Wanted
Inky Meng has ushers lined up for November, but we are always looking for volunteers. If you are interested in ushering for Sunday Worship in December, please contact Frank Palaia at flpalaiajr@cs.com for more information.
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Interested in Joining SCUCC???
If you are considering becoming a member of SCUCC, or would simply like to find out more about us, please let Rev. Mark know. After you and he discuss the expectations and, as the old commercial says, “the benefits of membership”, you and he can schedule a Sunday that works best for you to become an official part of the SCUCC community.
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Like A Ride To Worship?
If you would like a ride to Sunday Worship from Shell Point or Cypress Cove, please contact the Church Office at office@sanibelucc.org by Noon on Thursdays.             




DECEMBER 2024 SANIBEL LIGHT DEADLINE[image: ]
October 1: Janet Elsberry, Anita Putnam, McKenna Sprecher
October 4: Hans Friedebach, Peg Royse
October 5: Margaret Kish
October 6: Linda Huffington, Rosalie Lopopolo
October 7: Fred Nordstrom
October 9: Jo Hardy
October 11: Betty Van Tassel
October 12: Norman Miller
October 13: Peter Perkins
October 15: Audrey Holman, Eleanor Miller
October 18: Kirk Irwin
October 23: Pat Davidson
October 26: James McCallion
October 28: Barbara Cooley, Nancy Smith
October 31: Barbara Dunham
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Please note that the deadline for submissions to the December edition of the Sanibel Light is Friday, December 20, 2024.

Please send all submissions as a Word document to:


Jenny Chacon, Church Administrator at jenny@sanibelucc.org

AND

Tammy Flatley, Assistant Church Administrator at tammy@sanibelucc.org
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YOU’VE GOT PLANS: SANIBEL & CAPTIVA


The Chamber is proud to host its 36th annual Luminary Festival on Sanibel and Captiva Islands Friday, December 6th on Sanibel and Saturday, December 7th on Captiva. The Luminary Holiday Stroll is a community-wide holiday event that brings together residents, visitors, businesses and organizations, promoting goodwill and community spirit. Some of our visitors make early hotel reservations especially for the event.
As you "stroll the trail", look for the many fun places to stop and enjoy. There will be Santa visits, photos with Santa, a live nativity scene, music and activities for the entire family.
Our goal is to offer recognition to Island businesses and encourage local shopping while providing a fun-filled evening for family and friends. All Chamber merchants are invited to participate and show off their creative decorated storefronts and host holiday celebrations at their center.
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[image: BIG ARTS in Sanibel Island logo.] 900 Dunlop Road
Sanibel, FL 33957
(239) 395-0900

Big Arts offers a wide variety of movies in their Monday Night Film Series: November 18 through April 28 (except December 23, when The Polar Express is being shown). Visit BIGARTS.org for titles.

Immerse yourself in festive, joyful melodies of the season, as the BIG ARTS Community Chorus and BIG ARTS Concert Band come together to deliver a performance of beloved holiday classics and cherished tunes. Enjoy the beautiful voices and creative arrangements of talented members from our local community, all set in the delightful ambiance of Christensen Performance Hall on December 12th at 7:00pm. Tickets available soon! Please check the Big Arts website.
https://bigarts.org/event/community-chorus-concert-band-holiday/

Gulfshore Ballet proudly presents Tchaikovsky’s timeless Holiday Classic The Nutcracker, with new choreography by GSB Artistic Directors Iliana Lopez & Franklin Gamero, both former Principal Dancers with The Miami City Ballet.
The music soars, snowflakes swirl, flowers dance and young Marie dreams of a magical journey with a Nutcracker Prince who comes to life, as they battle a Mouse King and travel through an enchanted world with The Land of Sweets, A Sugar Plum Fairy and more! 
With Tchaikovsky’s unforgettable musical score and breathtaking choreography, The Nutcracker is a festive celebration of imagination and joy and has become a Holiday Tradition for many, captivating audiences of all ages.

Perfect for the whole family, we invite you to join us as we share this magical ballet with you.
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Sanibel and Captiva have so much to offer, please check out their events calendar at:


https://sanibel-island.sanibel-captiva.org/events/
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BITS & BOBS

Giving is Easy:
1. PayPal link is available from the church’s homepage (www.sanibelucc.org).
2. Automatic Payment Program (ACH) is available. To sign up, please send a request by email to jenny@sanibelucc.org to receive the authorization form.
3. Checks payable to SCUCC can be mailed to:                                                                                 Sanibel Congregational UCC 2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel FL 33957

Mark Boyea 
mark@sanibelucc.org 
239-312-8673
Jenny Chacon
jenny@sanibelucc.org
239-312-8670
Tammy Flatley
tammy@sanibelucc.org
239-472-0497
office@sanibelucc.org

Office Hours
Monday – Friday
9:00-3:00pm
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DECEMBER 15. 2024

SANIBEL CONGREGATIONAL

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST PM
2050 PERIWINKLE WAY 2
SANIBEL, FL 33957

239.472.0497

The award-winning musicians of the Astralis Chamber Ensemble;
Angela Massey (flute), Yu-Ming Ma (violin), Laura Usiskin (cello), and Alexandra Dunbar
(harpsichord): present “Holiday Baroque.” The concert will include selections for
Advent as well as Vivaldi's famous “La Notte” Concerto and trios to fit the spirit of
the season by J$ Bach and CPE Bach. Join us for an enchanting afternoon of music and
celebrate the season with the Astralis Chamber Ensemble.
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